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90 years of remembering: challenging pupils perceptions of why we hold Remembrance Day

The project’s original aims, as outlined in our initial proposal, was to assist a range of schools in
undertaking a learning cycle researching their community’s connection with world conflict since
1914 and why we continue to hold Remembrance Day and associated activities. We believe
that we achieved these aims with the schools we worked with during the project.
The schools were given access to local archive and museum collections in order to undertake
research into their local war memorials and in some cases to look especially at the involvement
of BME communities during and after the conflict of 1914-18. The material provided included
archive film from our own holdings along with additional material from Imperial War Museum and
PATHE. Other archival resources included photographs, letters, diaries, school records and
church faculties for memorial windows, plaques and monuments. CD ROMs relating to war dead
(National Roll of the Great War) and Hampshire War Memorials were purchased and loaned to
schools along with a selection of relevant books.
The schools were encouraged to be creative in their approach to lessons, linking to cross
curricular themes during their research and in their activities, by using archive and museum
collections in association with ICT, Art/Design, maths, literacy, drama, languages and citizenship.
During initial meetings with staff from schools, they were also encouraged to make links with
community museums and groups to explore issues around remembering conflict as this was seen
as fundamental to the project. See individual case studies and partnerships below.
Total participation in workshops and visits during the project amounted to 531 children and
adults. The number of veterans totalled three (Major Gerald Davies, curator at the Ghurkhas
Museum and two former Ghurkha soldiers). Eight residents from Kingfisher’s Townsend Close
sheltered housing scheme who reminisced with the pupils from Fairfields Primary School about
their experiences of the war years included civilians and ex-servicemen.
Main successes of the project.

The project has allowed us to work with a group of schools who were largely new to us and our
partners. None of the schools, except one primary, had used our services before or had
considered what we might be able to offer them in terms of resources. Although one or two
primary schools had featured Remembrance in their annual schools programme none had
previously taken a local perspective or had looked at the theme within the overall context of
world conflict. Only one secondary school had engaged in activities associated with
Remembrance within their local community prior to this project.

Through the project we gained an opportunity to develop a programme of learning in
partnership with the Ghurkha Museum and Winchester College, which we otherwise might not
have undertaken. We had experienced what the Ghurkha Museum had to offer schools in terms
of outreach during a previous project when they employed a part-time education officer and it
was hoped that TPYF2 could build upon that experience. Although we knew the archivist at
Winchester College as a former colleague there had not been an opportunity before the project
to develop any learning links between our respective archives.
Challenges experienced during the project.

The biggest challenge we faced at the outset was persuading schools to engage with us on the
project, along with subsequent problems of timetabling in those schools which became
involved, especially secondary schools. In addition, the lack of an education professional at the
Ghurkhas Museum meant having to work with a retired officer who did not have experience of
delivering a learning experience to young people. These difficulties were not insurmountable but
they certainly provided us with challenges.
Partnerships

Partnerships were developed during the project with the seven schools involved plus colleagues
across the County Museum Service, Winchester Military Museums, and Winchester College.
Although we had worked with some colleagues from the County Museum Service before it had
been on an ad hoc basis rather than on a planned programme of activities. The TPYF2 project
has meant developing good personal and professional relationships with several curators and
educationalists which will be further developed.
Similarly, it is envisaged that we can work with the Ghurkhas Museum in future to help them
develop further links with schools, especially where there are issues in schools involving pupils from
the Nepalese community. Likewise, although HALS staff had previously worked in an archival
capacity with staff at Winchester College this relationship will continue to develop in an
educational context too.
Another partner was the County’s Library Service who kindly provided class copies of Private
Peaceful as part of the Big Read. They also helped with some additional funding towards an
exhibition on the First World War using HALS collections and funding towards the recording of an
actor reading personal war letters from the HALS’s collections. These resources were used by
schools during the project and will provide a sustainable resource for future activities.

Project outcomes

The key outcomes from the project involved capturing the school’s work on film to create case
studies for an exemplar DVD which will be made available free to schools. The aim being to
encourage further schools participation in Remembrance and similar commemorative events.
Some additional support material will be made available via the Archive Service’s website in PDF
and other formats. In addition, a small exhibition using pop-up banners has been created
illustrating examples of activities and work from each school or pair of schools involved in the
project. The exhibition will tour the participating schools and various community venues along
with the DVD of case studies.
Project legacy

A key outcome is to instil sustainability into the project by getting more schools involved in annual
Remembrance events and activities – including assemblies, cleaning war graves and
intergenerational commemorative events - and to increase their use of local resources including
archives, libraries and museums. The learning resources produced as part of the project,
especially the DVD, will provide case studies for other schools to adopt or adapt for their own
requirements. These will be made freely available to schools on request and will be promoted
through HALS’ website and by leading teachers and Inspectors within the County. Material will
also hopefully be uploaded to the official web archive of Their Past Your Future which is hosted
by the University of London Computer Centre. www.tpyfdigitalarchive.org.uk
The skills developed by pupils and teachers during the project will become transferable to other
curriculum work e.g. research, drama, speaking & listening, data analysis, language, ICT, art,
design & technology. Schools and teachers will be able to identify where individual pupils have
developed as a result of being involved in the project.
Workshops and led sessions

We held meetings with either Head-teachers and/or designated class teachers prior to
embarking upon a series of workshops. These included group training and discussion sessions as
well as one to one sessions with teachers. Two leading primary teachers developed lesson plan
templates for the project which were in some cases adopted or modified to suit other schools
needs. The following are summary examples of work undertaken with each school. A visual
summary may be seen in the filmed case studies included on the DVD which is free on request –
see contact details at the end of the report.

Ampfield CofE Primary: is a small rural school (40-50 pupils) situated between Winchester and
Romsey. There are two war memorials immediately outside the school at the corner of the
playground and main road.
The teachers (then two part-time job share teachers) at the school focussed on aspects of the
First World War and used the National Year of Reading 2009 chosen Big Read novel, ‘Private
Peaceful’, by Michael Morpurgo. The mixed year (Yr4/5/6) class researched some of the names
on their local war memorial using ICT material supplied by HALS; they worked with the museum
and archive service on themes of remembrance, including using the school’s own log book from
the period. Their output was to deliver a remembrance assembly to the whole school, parents,
governors and vicar on 11th November 2008.

These activities were captured on film for the project DVD and evaluation purposes.
A Yr5/6 class from Ampfield Primary subsequently visited the Ghurkhas Museum in Winchester
during June 2009 as a follow up activity linked to a programme of work on ‘Developing an
understanding of citizenship and community in education’.

Fairfields Primary: is the oldest school in the town of Basingstoke with 420 pupils on roll. The town’s
war memorial is situated in the nearby memorial park. Yr5 pupils at the school focussed on the
Second World War in the context of their own town and researched names from their local war
memorial. Two pupils were also chosen to take part in the town’s Remembrance Service by
laying a wreath on behalf of the school for the first time on Remembrance Sunday 2008.

Pupils in Yr5 researched a bombing incident in the town during the Second World War using
archive sources including newspapers and the school’s log book, creating written work,
PowerPoint presentations and some artwork. They then invited a group of elderly people from
two nearby care homes to take part in a VE Day party at the school, where the children
interviewed their guests about their wartime experiences, provided tea and sang popular songs
from the War. A selection of appropriate artefacts were borrowed from the County Museum
Service and Hampshire Wardrobe including tin hat, stirrup pump and gas mask.

This intergenerational activity was captured on film for the project DVD and evaluation purposes.

Cove Junior: is a medium sized junior school (295 places) near the garrison towns of Farnborough
and Aldershot. The school worked across the whole of Yr6 and created an original performance
dance routine to music on the theme of conflict and remembrance which they subsequently
performed before the whole school. In addition, pupils carried out research into their individual
family connections with both world wars and to local events which included a plane crash on
the school itself. Information was gleaned from newspapers and the school’s log book.

In the following Summer term the junior school teamed up with Yr8 pupils at the local senior
school, Cove School, (1000 pupils) to look at issues surrounding racism and bullying of some
Nepalese pupils which had occurred at the school and in the wider community. To assist with this
we brought in veterans (a retired Major and Rifleman) from the Ghurkhas Museum in Winchester.
We explored a range of themes including the role of the Ghurkhas within the British Army,
emphasising the positives, such as the large number of winners of the Victoria Cross and other
significant awards by Nepalese soldiers. In addition we used a wide range of archive sources to
look at the growth of Cove and Farnborough, its links with the Army and aerospace
development as well as reasons why people had migrated there over the past 150 years.
A selection of pupils from both the junior and senior schools visited HALS, the Ghurkhas Museum
and Winchester College war memorial cloister on a day research trip in July 2009.

Some activities were captured on film for the project DVD and evaluation purposes, others were
observed but not recorded.
Cove School held an evening of Remembrance at the school on 12th November 2009. As part of
its history curriculum the school has previously organised visits to the Imperial War Museum,
Auschwitz and Brookwood Military Cemetery.

The Wavell School: A large campus-style 11-16 mixed secondary school (863 pupils) in
Farnborough, it has a strong connection to the nearby Army Barracks at Aldershot. The school
also has a growing Nepalese community with a number of Nepalese pupils attending the school.
The area has numerous historic links to the armed forces and a war memorial is situated very near
the school. The school itself was named after General Lord Wavell and as part of their visit to
Winchester College pupils visited Wavell’s grave.

The school selected a group of Yr10s who focused on the role of BME troops in both world wars
and, in the case of Ghurkhas, up to the present day. As with Cove Schools above they also
investigated the Ghurkhas continuing links with Hampshire. Their research involved the use of
wartime and remembrance themed archive film, memorials and a visit to the school by staff
from the Ghurkhas Museum with a follow up visit to the museum itself. An exhibition was also
borrowed by HALS from English Heritage on the role of Indian soldiers in the two world wars which
was used by the school.

These activities were captured on film for the project DVD and evaluation purposes.
Unfortunately, due to timetabling and staff pressures at the school the students were unable to
undertake a second visit to the Ghurkhas Museum to do some further research. This was
regrettable as some students were particularly keen to do this and had been fired up by the project.

New Milton Junior: Pupils from this large junior school (355 pupils) on the edge of the New Forest
investigated a First World War memorial at nearby Barton-on-Sea to Indian soldiers who
convalesced in the town during the war.
The timing of this project coincided with an unexplained attack upon ‘foreigners’ graves in the
local graveyard which had shocked the local community. Although New Milton is not an
obviously multicultural town there has been a rise in economic migrants (as with Hampshire and
the UK in general).

The school was provided with resources and visits from staff at HALS and St Barbe Museum in
Lymington. They were also loaned the Indian soldiers exhibition from English Heritage (see above)
and had a visit to the school by staff and a Ghurkha from the Ghurkhas Museum.
The challenge for a small group of Yr6 pupils was to research the role of BME communities in the
First World War with an emphasis on Indian and Nepalese participation and to find out why the
memorial had been built at Barton-on-Sea. They were then asked to produce a display which
would feature as part of a community exhibition organised jointly by the local council and St
Barbe Museum in a vacant shop on the town’s High Street.

These activities were captured on film for the project DVD and evaluation purposes.

Amery Hill School: is a large ‘market town’ secondary school (920 pupils) situated in Alton, a
town which has long-standing links with the British Army.
The Curator of the town’s community museum had worked with staff and small groups of Yr11
pupils from the school in the past cleaning Commonwealth War Graves and some family graves
in the local graveyard.

The pupils were given instructions on how to clean the grave stones and given further
information on individual memorials and asked relevant questions relating to what they know
about world conflicts. Some Yr11 pupils involved in the cleaning undertakethis activity just prior to
going on a study trip to the Somme battlefields. In Yr9 the pupils study the two world wars and
visit the Imperial War Museum.

Evaluation

Evaluation was undertaken during the project through a variety of questionnaires, observation
(including filming) and interviews. Some questionnaires were built on a range of GLOs linking with
GSOs including Stronger & Safer Communities (improving group and inter-group dialogue and
supporting cultural diversity and identity) and Health & Well-being (helping children and young
people to enjoy life and make a positive contribution). Some aspects of the project involved
intergenerational links (see Fairfields Primary case study above) and others supported cultural
diversity and community cohesion (see examples from Cove, Wavell and New Milton schools
above).
Training was provided on using GSOs by MLA through a consultant. This training was extended to
other colleagues at the Archives who undertake community engagements on a regular or
project basis. We did not participate in further training offered as part of the TPYF2 programme,
such as intergenerational learning, as we were able to tap into departmental awareness training
during the project.
Schools generally are not very good at doing or returning formal evaluation, especially
questionnaires. We received feedback from three schools about the teacher’s thoughts on the
impact the project had had on their pupils and themselves. Four schools provided pupil’s
feedback on the workshops. Two groups of pupils and one teacher were interviewed about
what they had learnt during the project.

Teacher evaluation
Teachers were asked four statements about the impact they thought the project might have
had on their pupils:

x To what extent do you think pupils will have gained facts and information during the project –
subject specific; about museums/archives; about themselves and families?
x To what extent do you think that your pupils will have increased or gained skills during their
work on the project – numeracy; literacy; communication; thinking; creative?
x To what extent do you think the project will have enabled pupils to feel more positively about
– themselves and their families; other people/remembrance; museums/archives?
To what extent will you be using the experience to promote creativity through – designing/
making; dance/drama; creative writing; other?
Three teachers felt that it was very likely that their pupils would have gained subject specific facts
and one quite likely. Three teachers felt that it was very likely that their pupils would have gained
information on museum/archives and one quite likely. Four teachers felt that it was very likely that
their pupils would have gained facts about themselves and their families.
None of the teachers felt that their pupils would have increased or gained their numeracy skills
during the project. Two felt pupils were very likely to improve their literacy skills whilst two thought
it quite likely. Four teachers felt pupils would be very likely to have improved upon their
communication skills as a result of the project. Three thought their pupils thinking skills were very
likely to be improved and one quite likely. Three thought pupils creative skills very likely to
Improve and one quite likely.
Three teachers felt that their pupils were very likely to feel more positive about themselves and
their abilities, other people/remembrance and museums/archives. One teacher felt that this was
quite likely.
There were very mixed views by teachers when asked about how they might use the project
experience to promote creativity. Two primary schools stated that they would use dance/drama
and creative writing as the areas they were very likely to use, whilst two secondary school
teachers stated that that it was quite unlikely they would use these to promote creativity.
Teachers were asked nine questions about their personal experience of being part of the project
and allowed to provide any further comments. Three teachers responded and answered yes to
all nine questions, which were:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

would the project lead to changes in the way you might work with young people?
did you discover any interesting new things during the project?
has the project given you a better understanding of the subject/remembrance?
does a visit from archive/museum staff make school work more inspiring?
is a visit from archive/museum staff a good chance to pick up new skills?
is a visit from archive/museum a good way to learn in a different way?
Has the project made you more likely to work with Hampshire Archive Service in future?
Has the project made you more likely to work with Hampshire Museum Service in future?
Did the project leave you more interested in the subject than before?

Individual comments from teachers included:
“The help with resources from the archive and museum services was invaluable, children and
staff were motivated and our work helped develop quality links with parents too.”
“I couldn’t have put the whole week together without the support of the archive staff who
organised our visits and provided so many fabulous resources.”

Pupil evaluation
From the pupil’s perspective their reaction to the visits made by the Ghurkha veterans to their
schools and the visits they themselves made to the Archives, Ghurkha Museum and Winchester
College was very mixed. In some cases this was reflected in the age and language skills of the
pupils as to whether they had understood what staff were telling them about the archive/
museum. The lack of experience of some museum staff to work with young people meant that
descriptive language and detail was beyond many pupils at times.
Several pupils from one secondary school responding to visits by archive and (Ghurkha) museum
staff to their school and subsequent visits to those institutions made the following statements.
They all agreed that the visits had been interesting and inspiring and they all agreed that they
had discovered some new information and learnt how to do some new things. Most agreed that
they had learnt some new things which had changed their minds and engaged their feelings
and emotions. Only one disagreed with this.
One pupil felt strongly that some things were hard to understand, two others thought things were
difficult to understand, whilst the others neither agreed or disagreed. None of the pupils felt that
the visits had been disappointing. All agreed that staff had been helpful.
The final question related to whether or not pupils felt that the visits gave a positive or negative
message about Nepalese culture. Five pupils strongly agreed that the visits gave a positive
message and two agreed that the message was positive.
Individual comments from pupils at this school included:
“I have learnt how important the Ghurkhas in the British Army actually are and how much work
they do for us.”
“I have learnt about the attitude of the Ghurkhas and how they feel about being part of the
British Army.”
“I have learnt that I would really like to go back and spend more time thoroughly taking the
information in and to fully absorb everything.”

The mixed age group (9-13) from Cove schools who had a slightly different workshop but the
same visit experience to the secondary school above were asked to comment on the visits and
workshops. 47 pupils responded to a different questionnaire to the previous school. The majority
were very positive responses as seen below:
38 replied yes to whether the visits had given them lots to think about with just two saying no. 44
said that they had discovered some interesting new things whilst three were unsure. There was
some uncertainty about whether or not a visit to a museum/archive made school work more
inspiring with 26 saying yes, 10 no and 11 unsure. The visits had given 40 pupils a better
understanding of the subject with three disagreeing and four unsure.
On the specific questions around the value of the museum/archive visits there was a mixed response as to whether or not these were a good place to pick up new skills with 24 saying yes, 10
no and 13 unsure. However, 40 agreed that these places were a good place to learn and in a
different way to school with seven unsure. 37 said that they could make sense of what they saw
and did, with just two disagreeing and eight unsure. 24 agreed that they would go again to the
sites, seven said no and 16 were unsure. Overall, 34 agreed that they felt more interested in the
subject than before the visits whilst six disagreed and seven were unsure.

A further form of evaluation took place when 16 pupils from Ampfield Primary sent letters to
archive and museum staff with comments about what they had learnt and what they thought
about conflict and whether or not schools should be teaching about war.
Two of the pupils disagreed strongly about teaching the topic of war in school, with one pupil
stating that he believed “learning about World War One is terrible, because it could remind
people about their family who died. It could upset people and scare children, hurt their feelings
and could crush them too.” This pupil reiterated that “learning about World War One is a disgrace because some people could blame themselves for the death of those involved.” A
second pupil felt that “people wouldn’t like to learn about the war because if someone died in
the war who was in their family they’d be upset.”
The majority of pupils wrote in a more positive manner including comments on why they should
be taught about war such as: “because the soldiers saved our country”, “it is one of the most
important pieces of history”, “because it is relevant to our country”, “it teaches children and
adults about the history of the war then and now”.
On the specific theme of remembrance some pupils wrote that: “It would be disrespectful to
forget the soldiers who fought for our country”, “millions of people in the army died because they
sacrificed their lives for us and so it would be disrespectful not to remember them”, “if they
realised how they risked their lives for us they would be grateful”, “we should be thankful and at
least remember how hard they worked to save us”, “remembrance brings people together”.

Overall, the evaluation has shown that pupils, teachers and professional museum and archive
staff had positive experiences during the project. Those involved generally felt that it had been
worthwhile and were hopeful that other schools would follow their example in engaging more
with their communities, especially around remembrance.
In conclusion, talking to pupils following their experience was important as they were much more
open about their emotional responses to the experiences. One primary pupil explained that for
the very first time he had been able to engage in conversation with his father about his father’s
role in the Ghurkhas and had a better understanding of why they were now living in Hampshire.
A secondary pupil who admitted to being bored and disillusioned with school was openly
excited and moved by the prospect of being directly involved in a community remembrance
experience as his father and grand-father had both served in the Army.

To obtain a copy of the DVD of case studies or for
further information about the project contact:
Tel. 01962 846154
archives.enquiries@hants.gov.uk
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