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Welcome to
Country Park
Pages
Produced twice a year,
Country Park Pages aims to
keep our visitors in touch with
news and events within the
Country Park.
In this issue. . . . . . . .
• Children’s Activities,
Events and Guided Walks
• Caterpillar Crafts
• Solar Sundays
• Exhibitions

HANTS ASTRO
Free Solar Sundays 2013
Join HantsAstro at QECP for their free public Solar Sundays (dates to be confirmed)
to observe our nearest star using some of the latest solar telescopes available. They
will be able to advise you how to modify your own telescope or binoculars to view the
Sun. Solar experts will be on hand to answer your questions and there will be shows
in the lecture theatre and live images of the Sun (weather permitting). HantsAstro is
now the largest astronomy observing group in the South of England and observe at
various dark sky sites around Hampshire including QECP, Butser Ancient Farm and
Butser Hill. Butser Hill is the highest observing area in Hampshire and the first to be
awarded Dark Sky Discovery status in the south. HantsAstro also run Astronomy
Classes throughout the year for beginners and also Astrophotography (Imaging)
Classes. For dates and information on their free public events, observing evenings
and Astronomy Classes please visit their website - www.hantsastro.org or email them
at - membership@hantsastro.org or call on 02392 617092.

Dark Skies across the Downs
Dark skies have been indentified as one of the key special qualities of the South Downs
landscape.In an effort to help discover and assess the level of light pollution across the
area, the South Downs National Park has been measuring the quality of the night sky
which will help support an application to possibly become an International Dark Sky
Reserve, like Exmoor and the Brecon Beacons. application is difficult and rigorous, but
with the help of the regions astronomers and the SD V olunteer Ranger Service, the
Authority will develop a sky-quality map of the Downs to get an idea of where the best
star gazing opportunities can be found. Measurements indicate that the South Downs
National Park could be a ‘Bronze’ standard reserve, in which you can see the light
haze of the Andromeda Galaxy (M31) and the Milky W ay. It is an encouraging start,
there is still a long way to go before reserve status can be achieved.

BioBlitz
Saturday 10th – Sunday 11th August
4pm – 4pm

Join us for a 24 hour nature hunt and help discover as many of the
weird and wonderful species living in the Park as
possible.
Throughout the event there will be a chance to get directly involved
in seeking, identifying and recording everything from bats and moth
to flowers and fungi. For more information about this and other
BioBlitz events go to the Bristol Natural History Consortium on
www.bnhc.org.uk. Full details about the QECP BioBlitz day which
will feature walks, talks, mini-beast hunts and pond dipping will
be available on the website nearer the date.

www.hants.gov.uk/qecp

www.hants.gov.uk
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Nordic Walking

Laser Games

Looking for a new way to get fit and healthy
in 2013? Enjoy the great outdoors and
meeting new people? Then Nordic Walking
could be for you.
This popular fitness technique incorporates
specially designed walking poles to work the
upper part of the body as well as the legs,
making it a full body work out. It was first
developed in Finland in the 1950s to help
cross country skiers maintain their fitness.
Suitable for people of all abilities, it is
recommended by fitness experts and health
professionals because it is simple yet highly
effective.
“Why use poles?”
- Tones the upper and lower body at the
same time
- Uses 90% of the skeletal muscles
- Burns up to 46% more calories than
ordinary walking
- Reduces the pressure on knees and
joints
- Great for the Heart and Lungs
- Ideal for neck, shoulder and back
problems

Battlefront Games laser action combat is
a great way to have fun with your family
and friends as you run around the
beautiful woodlands of the Park. The
games have none of the restrictions of
old laser quest and give you all the thrill
of paintball, but with no paint, no pain and
no bruises! Using the latest high-tech
military style guns, you have fantastic
accuracy and range. So if you’re looking
for a great day out where you can enjoy
the open air and get your heart pumping,
then look no further . It’s perfect for
birthdays, stag and hen parties, team
building and corporate events.
For more information visit
www.battlefrontgames.co.uk.

Qualified Nordic walking instructor Louise
Arthur will be offering taster sessions,
beginner courses and guided walks at
Queen Elizabeth Country Park are included
in the price of the instruction. Readers can
take advantage of Louise’
s taster
offer…bring a friend for free or get a £5
refund on a 4 week beginner course.
Anyone interested can contact Louise by
texting Nordic on 07967 736776 or by email
at louisearthur@mac.com

Cycling in the Park
Over the last year the QECP Trail Collective has
been busy improving the mountain bike trails within
the park. The group of volunteers encompass a
wide variety of ages and abilities in a bid to improve
the quality of the trails at the Park. The Collective
has also worked with other users of the Park to
ensure the trails are as safe as possible, especially
where they cross any paths used by walkers and
horse riders. The group have received widespread
national acclaim, with their work as well as bike
press, by upgrading the old orange “advanced” trail
to a red trail which is more in line with the requirements of modern mountain
biking. The group is now planning to improve the purple trail, and start work
on a skills area as well as any pieces of maintenance required. The group dig
every four weeks and anyone is welcome to join them.
For more information visit www.qecptrailcollective.co.uk.

Facilities Hire—Need a perfect countryside
setting for an event or function? Have a look at
our facilities…

Forest Annexe
Located by the main car park, the Annexe is
ideal for children’s birthday parties, school
groups, meetings of a more formal nature
and training sessions that may require a clear
floor space. Available 8.30am to 10pm daily.

Theatre
Located in the Visitor Centre, the Theatre is
a large room set out in a lecture hall style
with seating for 42. It is ideal for school trips,
meetings, presentations and training
sessions. Available 9am to 5pm (or 4.30pm
November to February) daily.

Bottom
Field/Meadow
Located close to the Visitor
Centre, these two small, flat
events fields suit family parties
and club events. Available
from 8am to 8pm daily.

Events Field
Located on the western side of the A3 at the base of Butser Hill, the events
field is perfect for large public events, shows and weddings. We are very
flexible as to the nature of the events so please call 023 9259 5040 with
your ideas! Available from 8am to 11.30pm daily. Camping is also available
for pre-booked groups at £3 per person.

Head Down
Located to the east of the forest, near the
village of Buriton, Head Down is an area
that caters for clubs that require land with
privacy for outdoor recreational activities,
such as archery or off-road vehicles.
For more information please call
023 9259 5040 with your ideas!
Available from 8am to 8pm daily.
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Staff, volunteers and partners at Queen Elizabeth Country Park offer a wide variety of walks, events and activities
throughout the year.
During the Hampshire school holidays there will be various activities for
children available in the Visitor Centre which do not have to be pre-booked. Just turn up and take part!
All other activities and walks must be booked in advance and start at the Visitor Centre unless otherwise stated.

Woodcarving
Demonstrations by the Crossway Carvings, a local
woodcarving club, in the Visitor Centre.
20th & 21st April
25th & 26th May
22nd & 23rd June
10th & 11th August

Country Park Spinners
Afternoon demonstrations of Spinning and other
wool crafts in the Visitor Centre.
15th & 29th March
5th & 19th April
3rd, 17th & 31st May
7th & 21st June
5th & 19th July
2nd, 16th & 30th August

Woodfuel Boiler Guided
Walk and Talk
A 1 hour guided walk looking at the Park’s biomass
project. Meet at the Visitor Centre at 1.30pm.
Booking essential.
Saturday 4th May
Saturday 3rd August

The Wednesday Walk
A 2 hour guided walk led by members of the Park’s
Volunteer Ranger Service. Meet at the V
isitor
Centre at 10.30am £3 per person.

Re+action will be running a series of first aid courses
under the Rescue Emergency Care scheme (REC)
which is designed specifically for outdoor
professionals and enthusiasts participating in activities
which will place them in areas where they may be
waiting for the emergency services for extended
periods of time. For further information and to book a
course, please call 07944 555587 and ask for Steve.
16th &17th March Level 2 Emergency Course
4th & 5th May Level 2 Emergency Course
27th & 28th July Level 2 Emergency Course

9th & 23rd January
13th & 27th February
13th & 26th March
10th & 24th April
8th & 22nd May
12th & 26th June
10th & 24th July

Little Squirrels
10.30am – 12pm & 1pm – 2.30pm
Come along to our under 5’s group where you will go for a
themed walk in the Park and then back to the Visitor Centre
for art, craft, stories and songs. £4 per child.
Booking essential.
17th & 18th April
1st & 8th May
15th & 22nd May
5th & 12th June
19th & 26th June
3rd & 10th July
17th July

Re+action First Aid

Keep the Park tidy
Lambs
Flowers
Bug hunting at Juniper
Pond dipping
Butterflies
All Little Squirrels picnic in the Park

Woodland Birthday
Parties
Park Ranger led Outdoor Activities:
4-7 years Pond-dip or Woodland Animals
8-12 years Pond-dip or Shelter building
These 2 hour sessions are 10:30am – 12:30pm or 2pm
– 4pm. The Park Ranger will do a guided activity lasting
1.5 hours and then 30 minutes in a decorated room for
party food. You bring your own food or contact the Cafe
on 023 9259 6345. A Planet Friendly Party - to reduce
the impact of waste we will provide the plates, cups and jugs. Costs of £100 for up to 12
children then £8 per child up to a maximum of 15. For further enquiries and to make a
booking telephone the Visitor Centre on: 023 9259 5040.

Caterpillar Crafts Country Park Family
Fun!
We’ve teamed up with our friends at Queen Elizabeth Country Park to
deliver some exciting fully inclusive family fun days including:
- Pirates of the Country Park
- Enchanted Forest
- Elves Crafty Christmas
- Space Invaders
- Outdoor Adventures
Our themed days have included various
outdoor activities (some ranger led) such as:
mini beast hunts, pond dipping, natural art,
mountain bike trails, tractor rides, den building
& the chance to experience the Park’s range
of specially adapted bikes!
You’ll also get to do a craft activity using our own exclusive designs, including
funky wooden pirate mobiles, fantastic flying tropical birds, lovely lanterns
with LED light, blast off rockets & flags. And to finish off our fun packed days
exciting trails to follow around the park giving families a great opportunity to
explore the countryside together.
Caterpillar Crafts are now also offering themed children’s parties. For more
information, visit www.caterpillar-crafts.com or call Clair on 07830 256 619.
Inspiring inclusion through creative outdoor learning! Our passion is giving
youngsters, whatever their age and ability, the chance to make something
crafty out of almost nothing.

Looking for adventure?
Follow the trail of the Dragon
of Butser Hill!
On top of Butser Hill there’ s a new family-friendly accessible
Story Trail, with an exciting story to download from
www.hants.gov.uk/storytrails. You can also borrow the special
story bag from QECP Visitor Centre with puppets, toys and other
items that will help to bring the story to life - call 02392 595040
for details. A £20 returnable deposit is required for bags.

Crafts in the Park

Now in the visitors’ centre. Our regular craftat Queen ElizabethPark continue to
provide a fabulous mix of arts, crafts and home produce all made by local
crafters and producers. Come along and browse the stalls, buy unique
handcrafted gifts direct from the people who make them. Enjoy the relaxed
friendly atmosphere of the market, grab something to eat at the cafe an venture
out to enjoy the beauty of the country park.
For more info contact Kate Sadler - k8sadler@hotmail.com.
Dates for your diary
Sunday 14th April
Sunday 12th May
Sunday 9th June
Sunday 7th July
Sunday 4th August
Opening times 11am – 4pm
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March
Easter Trail
Friday 26th March – Sunday 14th April
Throughout the Easter holidays we will be running
an Easter trail for all the family. Enjoy a leisurely
walk through the park, while the children hunt out
the clues to solve our Easter trail puzzle and
claim their prize. Turn up and take part, no
booking required. Cost is £2 per child, including a
small chocolate prize. Please ask at the Visitor
Centre for trail.

April
Butser Egg Roll
Monday 1st April
10am – 4pm
Join in with our traditional egg rolling day on the
slopes of Butser Hill. Eggs must be bought from
the Country Park where you will be able to
decorate them. There will also be the popular
Hand to Mouth Puppet Theatre and face painting.
£1 per egg.

Clay Critters
Wednesday 3rd April
10.30am – 12.30pm &
1pm – 3pm
Come along to the
Country
Park and
create a creature out of
clay and other naturally found materials. Turn up
and take part. £2 per activity suitable for all.

Caterpillar Crafts
Easter Egg-Stravaganza
Monday 8th April
10.30am – 2pm
A fun filled day for children & young people with
disabilities or additional needs and their families.
£8 per child. Booking essential. For more
information, visit www .caterpillar-crafts.com or
call 07830 256 619.

The Country Park Guide
to Bird Watching
Saturday 6th April
A 2 hour walk in the company of the Park’s
Conservation Ranger learning about the birds of
QE Park and how to get the best out of your birdwatching. Meet at the V isitor Centre at 10.30am
£3 per person. Booking essential.

Dinosaurs Art and Craft
Activity
Tuesday 9th April
10.30am – 12.30pm & 1pm – 3pm
The Dinosaurs have landed at the Park. Come
along to the V isitor Centre for this turn up and
take part dinosaur themed activity . Cost from
£1.50.
Turn up and Take Part, Activities start from a
£1.50 per Child, suitable for all ages.

Nature Printing

The Argus Appeal

Wednesday 10th April
10.30am – 12.30pm & 1pm – 3pm
Create your own fossil-like creations using
woodland objects and plaster casting technique
with local artist Francesca Concannon. Turn up
and take part. £3 per child. This activity links in
with Francesca’s exhibition in the Pumfrett Room.

Friday 17th & Saturday 18th May
Make 2013 a year to remember by taking part in
The Argus Appeal South Downs Way Challenge
and cycle the glorious South Downs Way through
Sussex and Hampshire. And what’s more....you
can now do it over TWO or THREE days.

Marvellous Masks
Thursday 11th April
10.30am – 12.30pm & 1pm – 3pm
Come along to the Country Park and decorate an
animal mask. Turn up and take part. £1.50 per
activity. Suitable for all.

May
Introduction to Reptiles
Saturday 4th May
A 2 hour walk looking at
the Park ‘s 4 species of
reptile as well as finding
out about other UK reptile
species. Meet at the
Visitor Centre at 10.30am
£3 per person. Booking
essential.

The Dawn Chorus Walk
and BBQ Breakfast
Sunday 12th May
For the early risers there is the chance to
experience the wonderful dawn chorus followed
by the equally wonderful organic barbecue
breakfast kindly cooked by our V
olunteer
Rangers. Meet at the Visitor Centre at 4am (finish
at approx 7am) Cost £6 (This is a very popular
walk so early booking is essential)

The Wildlife of Queen
Elizabeth National Park
in Uganda
Monday 20th May
7.30pm in the Theatre
A fascinating talk about the wildlife of the
wonderful Park that is twinned with Queen
Elizabeth Country Park. The cost is £5 per person
which includes refreshments. Booking essential.

Bat and Moth Evening
Friday 17th May
Find out more about the
creatures that haunt the
Country Park at night.
This activity is led by the
Country Park’s Volunteer
Ranger Service. Meet at
the Visitor Centre at
7.30pm. £3 per person.
Booking essential.

3 DAY: South Downs Way Challenge
Friday 17th – Sunday 19th:
Winchester to Eastbourne.
2 DAY: South Downs Way Challenge
Saturday 18th – Sunday 19th:
Winchester to Eastbourne.
1 DAY: South Downs Devil
Saturday 18th – Sunday 19th:
Brighton to Beachy Head
What a great opportunity to set yourself a fitness
target for the summer of 2013. EVERY PENNY
you raise through sponsorship goes directly to
those in need in Sussex, because an
Argus
Appeal Cycle Challenge is a 100% charity bike
ride. For more information or to book:
www.theargus.co.uk/argusappeal/
cyclechallenges/southdownsway/
Email southdowns@theargus.co.uk
or ring Elsa Gillio on 01273 544465

Cyclefest
Saturday 18th &
Sunday 19th May
The second year of the
QE cycle fest is set to be
bigger and better than
last year. The Hargroves
Cycles Meon Sportive is a gruelling 100km /
150km road sportive designed to test any sportive
rider.the Stevens Trail Enduro a 4 hour mtb event
which has new entry options to partake as either
a solo entry or a pair. Queen Elizabeth Country
Park has proved the perfect location for the
festival as it has access to the nearby countryside
for the sportive and suitable terrain for all abilities
to mountain bike. For more information,
www.hargrovescycles.co.uk.

Pond Dipping
Wednesday 29th May
10am – 11.30am, 12pm – 1.30pm &
2pm – 3.30pm
Come and discover what strange things are
hiding in our pond. Suitable for all. £3 per child.
Please bring an adult. Remember to bring you
wellies. All children under 8yrs must have an
adult. Booking essential.

Caterpillar Crafts
Wood ‘n’ Bits Challenge
Thursday 30th May
10.30am – 2pm
A fun filled day for children & young people with
disabilities or additional needs and their families.
£8 per child. Booking essential. For more
information, visit www .caterpillar-crafts.com or
call 07830 256 619.
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June
All about Butterflies
Saturday 1st June
Join the Conservation Ranger in a 2 hour walk
across the Butser Hill National Nature Reserve
and learn about the butterflies and day-flying
moths of this wonderful Downland. Meet at the
Visitor Centre at 10.30am. £3 per person.
Booking essential.

Gravity Project Grass
Roots Downhill Race
Saturday 1st & Sunday 2nd June
£20 online (British Cycling website) or on the day
if its not sold out but this is sure to be a popular
event so sign up online to avoid disappointment.
The Track is new and is being built by the QECP
trail collective, It will only be open for this event so
if you want to get the chance to ride it then sign up
for the race or come to Saturday practice and see
how it goes. Course is fast, fun and flowy with lots
of technical features and is over 1 minute long.
Full face helmets required and further protection
is recommended. Saturday Practice runs 10-4. £5
for the day. Race Day(Sunday) Sign on opens
8.30am and closes at 10am. Practice opens at
9am, closes 11.30am. Race Runs start at Midday.

Classic
Vehicle
Show and
Autojumble.
Sunday 2nd June
10am – 4pm
With 300 Cars and vehicles dating from the early
1900’s. Refreshments, Bar , Music, Children’ s
entertainment, Toilets and First Aid. Over 160
Autojumble and general stalls. A great family
show. Browse the stalls, view the vehicles and
talk to the owners. Adults £5, under 16’s free.
www.shvps.org.uk.

Walk For Diabetes
Sunday 9th June – Registration at 10am
Join Diabetes UK for either a 5 or a 2 mile
sponsored walk through breathtaking landscapes
along the W oodland trail. W eb address is:
www.diabetes.org.uk. The main contact number
for the walk is: 02392 592067.

Butser Festival of Flight
Sunday 9th June
10am - 4pm
From the top of Butser Hill top, enjoy displays of
various forms of flight, from hang gliders,
paragliders and kites to model gliders. A great
family day out, even for your teddy bear, who can
enjoy a parachute jump!

An Evening on Butser Hill
Thursday 13th June
A two-hour walk looking at the natural history of
the highest of the South Downs. Meet at Butser
kiosk at 7pm £3 per person. Booking essential.

The Petersfield Food
Festival
Saturday 15th & Sunday 16th June
Petersfield Food and Drink Festival is back this
year but we are moving to the countryside!
We will be bringing you food and drink from
around the world for a weekend not to miss. As
well as the great food that will be on offer we will
also be having a boxing show , world record
attempt, tug of war , bouncy castle, kids
entertainment, the Rosemary Ramble and many
more things to do! All monies raised will be going
to the Rosemary Foundation. Entrance fee will be
£3 per person. Opening times will be Saturday
15th May 10am – 6pm and Sunday 16th 10am –
4pm. Free parking at the bottom of Butser Hill. If
you are interested in any of the events please
contact Michael Wait on 07879750432, email
michaelwait.ffc@gmail.com.

Wild Flowers of Butser
Hill
Saturday 29th June
Learn how to identify the
common wild flower species
of Butser Hill and enjoy the
beautiful scenery of the
National Nature Reserve.
Meet at the Visitor Centre at
10.30am £3 per person.
Booking essential.

July
South Downs Wood Fair
Saturday 13th – Sunday 14th July
10am – 5pm
A lovely day out for the whole family at this
traditional country show! There will be a host of
fascinating craft displays and demonstrations, lots
of children’s entertainment, wonderful foods and
a bar. This event showcases all aspects of wood,
it’s production and it’s uses, but don’tthe “Crafts
marquee” and the “Food Hall” too. With exciting
entertainment for the whole family, it’s a Wood
Fair in name, but in reality, it’s a whole lot more!
Adults £7, Seniors £6, accompanied under 16’s
free. For more information, please visit
www.woodlandcrafts.co.uk.

An Evening in Queen
Elizabeth Forest
Thursday 20th June
A two-hour walk exploring the natural history of
the Forest. Meet at the Visitor Centre 7pm £3 per
person. Booking essential.

Super Pet Dog
Competition
Sunday 23rd June
The Homested Dog Club will be running their 6th
annual Super Pet Dog competition. All your dogs
are SUPER PETS so come along and join in!
Super Pet involves 20 challenges for you and
your dog to attempt (nothing too difficult and all
good fun). There will also be a 20 class
companion showobedience. There will also be
Agility competitions (mostly prebooked), stalls
and refreshments. Entry prices; Super Pet £4 for
an hour’s activity, Companion Show £2 first entry,
£1 for subsequent entries,classes will vary. ALL
proceeds go to Canine Partners.
For more information please contact Brenda
02392 597160.

South Downs Way Off
Road Bike Ride
Saturday 20th July

Known to many as the toughest off-road ride in
the UK, the seriously challenging South Downs
Way Off-Road Bike Ride (formerly the
Randonnee) is not to be missed in 2013! If you
are an experienced off-road rider, make this event
your next challenge and become part of an extra
special group of heart heroes. There are three
routes to choose from; 35 miles, a mid distance
(mileage TBC) and the ‘Big Daddy’ of 100 miles
with a total climb of over 10,000ft! All three routes
finish by the seafront in Eastbourne. Online,
phone, postal and on-the-day registration is
available for this event. For more information visit
www.bhf.org.uk or call 0845 130 8663.

QECP Park Pages_summer 2013:Layout 1 04/03/2013 15:33 Page 6

Parks events ... Conservation, Guided Walks, Children’s Activities, Demonstrations, P
QECP 2013 Gravity
Enduro

August

Caterpillar Crafts
Dig At The Park

Sunday 21st July
We band of merry volunteer shovel jockeys at
QECP, known as the QECP Collective, will be
hosting our own gravity enduro race! It is sure to
be a banger with prizes including a holiday for two
with Pure Mountains in Spain’s Sierra Nevada
(www.puremountains.com), a pair of Marzocchi
forks, Dainese pads, Exempt Clothing T shirts
and much more up for grabs. All profits from the
race will go towards improving and expanding the
trail network at QECP. As with everything done so
far, it is done for free, because of the love and
passion we have for mountain biking and giving
people fun trails to ride. Keep in touch with
updates on www.qecptrailcollective.co.uk and
www.facebook.com/qecptrailbuilding.

Minibeast Trail

Friday 19th August
10.30am – 2pm
A fun filled day for children & young people with
disabilities or additional needs and their families.
£8 per child. Booking essential. For more
information, visit www .caterpillar-crafts.com or
call 07830 256 619.

The Thin Green Line
Monday 22nd July
7.30pm in the Theatre
To celebrate World Ranger Day later this month
we are showing this moving film about the work of
the world’s Park Rangers and talking about the
‘Thin Green Line’. The cost is £5 per person
which includes refreshments. Booking essential.

Trailwalker
Saturday 27th & Sunday 28th July
This is the 10th year that Oxfam has been
involved with Trailwalker - a challenge which sees
teams of four take to the stunning South Downs
in an attempt to cover the 100km course, nonstop, within 30 hours.
Applications for participants have now closed.
However, if you’re still keen to get involved in this
life-changing event, why not sign up to volunteer
at Trailwalker? Experience the excitement of the
event while providing invaluable support to
participants. For more information,
www.oxfam.org.uk/trailwalker or
www.oxfam.org.uk/get-involved/volunteer-withus/at-an-event/trailwalker-volunteers.
Telephone: 0300 200 1244.

Monday 5th – Sunday 18th August
Leading up to our very popular BioBlitz weekend
we will be running a Minibeast Trail for all the
family. Enjoy a leisurely walk through the park,
while the children hunt out the clues to solve our
Minibeast Trail. Once completed they can claim
their prize from the Visitor Centre. Turn up and
take part, no booking required. is £2 per child,
including a small prize. Please see Visitor Centre
for trail.

Caterpillar Crafts
Go Wild
Monday 5th August
10.30am – 2pm
A fun filled day for children & young people with
disabilities or additional needs and their families.
£8 per child. Booking essential. For more
information, visit www .caterpillar-crafts.com or
call 07830 256 619.

Bug Sun Catcher Wind
Chimes
Wednesday 7th August
10.30am – 12.30pm & 1pm – 3pm
Come along to the Park a decorate a wind chime
using paints and glass pens. Turn up and take
part. £2 per child. Suitable for all.

BioBlitz
Saturday 10th – Sunday 11th
4pm – 4pm
Join us for a 24 hour nature hunt and help
discover as many of the weird and wonderful
species living in the Park as possible. Throughout
the event there will be a chance to get directly
involved in seeking, identifying and recording
everything from bats and moths to flowers and
fungi. For more information about this and other
BioBlitz events go to the Bristol Natural History
Consortium on www .bnhc.org.uk. Full details
about the QECP BioBlitz day which will feature
walks, talks, mini-beast hunts and pond dipping
will be available on the web-site nearer the date.

It’s a Bugs Life
Tuesday 13th August
10.30am – 12.30pm & 1pm – 3pm
Join the QECP Education team as they hunt
down the ‘Big Game’ in the Park. You will need a
good eye to see our tiny but impressive land and
water creatures. Wellies Required. £3 per child.
Suitable for all. under 8’s need adult supervision.
Booking essential.

Minibeast’s Art and Craft
Session
Thursday 15th August
10.30am – 12.30pm & 1pm – 3pm
Come along to this turn up and take part bugs
arts and crafts session. Suitable for all. Crafts
start from £1.50

Wonderful Wild
Stories
Wednesday 21st August
10.30am – 12.30pm & 1pm – 3pm
Join us on this story-based event. We will start at
the Visitor Centre where the children will get the
chance to make a prop for the story, then it’s out
for a walk with local storyteller Lindsey Jerome,
who will tell the story of the Dragon of Butser Hill.
£6 per child. Suitable for all. Please wear suitable
footwear. Booking essential.

Shelter Building
Thursday 22nd August
10.30am – 12pm & 1pm – 2.30pm
Using the natural materials found in the woodland
spend the morning or afternoon surviving the
elements by building a shelter. Booking is
essential. Suitable for 8yrs and above. £5 per
person.

Little Squirrel Adventures
Caterpillar Crafts
Bio Blitz
Make your own Kite
Tuesday 30th July
10.30am – 12.30pm & 1pm – 3pm
Create your very own kite, then walk over to
Butser Hill to see it fly. This is a turn up and take
part activity. Suitable for all ages. Costs £2.

Sunday 11th August
10.30am – 2pm
A fun filled day for children & young people with
disabilities or additional needs and their families.
£8 per child. Booking essential. For more
information, visit www .caterpillar-crafts.com or
call 07830 256 619.

Wednesday 28th August
10.30am – 12pm & 1pm – 2.30pm
Come along to this family fun activity specifally
designed for the under 5’s. This fun packed
adventure will be filled with craft activities, a
nature walk, stories and a snack. After the activity
why not stay at the Park and have a Little Squirrel
picnic. Suitable for unders 5’ s. (parents must be
present). Cost £4 per child. Bring a picnic and
rug. Booking essential.
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Parks events ... Conservation, Guided Walks, Children’s Activities, Demonstrations ...
EXHIBITIONS
Regular art exhibitions are held at QECP showing a
wide range of work by local artists. Exhibitions are
displayed in the Pumfrett Room in the café and the
Theatre.

Christine Cross
Friday 1st March – Sunday
14th April
“Christine Cross (aka Fan) is a
self-taught artist who works mainly
in pastel or watercolour. Her
artwork reveals her great love of
British Wildlife from the smallest
butterfly to the beautiful badger.
She also has a great love of
domestic animals and worked on
many for pet portraits - See her
website at www.aspal.co.uk/pets.

Peripheral Vision
Friday 7th June – Sunday 21st July
Portraits of People, Places and
Objects by Beryl Noyce.
This exhibition showcases a wide
variety of subjects, many of them
associated with the Countryside, the
South of England and its people by
local artist and author Beryl Noyce. It
follows on from her successful solo
exhibition at The Flora Twort Gallery in
2012.
Working in a diverse range of media
including oil, watercolour and collage,
Beryl’s work is predominately figurative
and representational although there is
an element of abstraction where
imagination merges with reality.
From traditional portraiture to
contemporary landscape there
is something for everyone in
this unique collection of work.

Christine also enjoys painting on
ceramic and slate. The nickname
‘Fan’ was given to her by her
father and brother as a child and
has remained her signature on all
her paintings.”

‘A Journey through the Landscape’
Friday 19th April – Sunday 2nd June
Three artists interpret the British landscape portraying their approaches of
painting from representational ideas to that of the imagination.

Variations from Blendworth Band

George W Gascoigne

Christine Coltman, Lucille Scott, Laura O’Connell are members of the
Blendworth Brass Band.

George’s aim in painting
landscapes is to try to convey the
seasonal effects of mood and
atmosphere and sense of place.
Inspiration comes mainly from the
West Sussex and Hampshire
areas. He runs painting courses
at Lovedean village hall.
www.gascoigne-art.co.uk

Friday 26th July – Sunday 8th September

Christine Coltman is a tenor horn
player with the band, her other
hobby is painting. Christine aims
to try and capture the feeling of
light and paints in a loose style
producing atmospheric pictures
of the local area. She mainly
paints in watercolour & pastels.
Trevor Glover
Lucille Scott as well as playing
trombone is a talented blacksmith
based in Portsmouth. Having
always enjoyed traditional crafts
Lucille works with many other
materials combining them into
three dimensional exquisite
pieces. Her current passion is
combining the amazing colours of
felted wool with the strength of
form provided by metals.

Trevor studied graphic design and
illustration at the Portsmouth
College of Art and Design has a
love of landscaping and painting
the countryside. He works in oils
and watercolour and he runs
painting courses at Liss and
Selbourne. Tel. 01730 894397
Sharon Hurst
Sharon works from imagination and
her inspiration comes from album
covers to Tolkeins’ Lord of the
Rings’captures exciting imagery
into the world of fantasy based on
landscape and character figures
that evolve from within and from it.
She runs courses on fantasy
paintings.
www.sharonhurst.co.uk.

Laura O’Connell plays flugel
horn in the band. Laura likes
to paint in mixed media and
watercolour. She enjoys
experimenting with different
styles and subjects.

If you are interested in displaying your work at the Park please contact Lorraine Woodman on 02392 595040.
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Buriton Chalk Pits
The Chalk Pits Nature Reserve is coming towards the end of the lottery-funded project and the area is looking
really good. There are new paths, wooden sculptures, interpretation boards and an old skip wagon erected on
rail tracks as it would have been when the quarries and lime works were working.
There will be a programme of further events during the course of the year – including a birdsong identification
walk on the evening of Wednesday 8th May, meeting at 6.30pm at Buriton village pond. Subsequent events will
be promoted on the Country Park’s website and on Buriton’s community site: www.buriton.info. The small
volunteer team has been busy clearing undergrowth during the winter months.A new project, to restore the old
pond just by the South Downs Way, is being explored. We are always looking for more help. If you would like
to find out about volunteering in the Buriton Chalk Pits please get in touch with Abi Peett, Queen Elizabeth
Country Park on 02392 595040.

Visitor Centre & Shop opening hours

Contact Details

10am – 5.30pm daily from 1st March to 31st October
10am – 4.30pm daily from 1st November to 23rd December
10am – 4.30pm from 26th December to 28th February 2014

Queen Elizabeth Country Park

QECP Café opening hours
9am – 5.30pm daily from 1st March to 31st October
9am – 4.30pm daily from 1st November to 28th February 2014
Closed Christmas Day

Butser and Juniper Kiosks
11am – 3pm from 29th March to 1st November on weekends
11am – 3pm 7 days a week during School Holidays
10am – 4.30pm 7 days a week during Summer Holidays

Gravel Hill, Horndean, Waterlooville, Hampshire,
PO8 0QE
Telephone: 023 9259
Fax: 023 9259 2409

5040

www.hants.gov.uk/qecp
Enquiries: qecp.enquiries@hants.gov.uk
Blog: www.qecp.wordpress.com
Find us on Facebook and Twitter
A park map is available from the Visitor Centre at £1.
QECP Café
Refreshments. Private parties can be catered for by arrangement. Contact
023 9259 6345
South Downs National Park Authority
Telephone: 023 9259 1362.
Website: www.southdowns.gov.uk
Rights of Way
For all Rights of Way queries please contact 0845 603 5636.
Laser Games
For birthday parties, team building and corporate events. Further information
visit www.battlefrontgames.co.uk

Public Transport
National Traveline – For journeys by bus and train – 087 1121 0190
or visit www.traveline.org.uk.
Bus—From Havant and Petersfield, contact Stagecoach Coastline on
0845 121 0190 or visit www.stagecoachbus.com
Train—Contact 0845 748 4950 or visit www.nationalrail.co.uk

General Information
Guided walks
If you are unable to attend a walk that you have booked a place on, please
let us know, as we often have a waiting list. Visitors should wear strong boots
or shoes and clothing appropriate for the weather conditions. In very warm
weather, plenty of liquid should be taken. The Park is hilly and therefore the
walks can be challenging.

Children’s Guided Activities
Children under 8 years must be accompanied by an adult. Children over 8
years may be left if a consent form is signed. We encourage adults to stay
and help (all adults must stay during ‘turn up and take part’ activities). Visitors
should wear strong boots or shoes and clothing appropriate for the weather
conditions. Every effort is made to follow the programme, but we reserve
the right to modify or cancel at short notice.

Rother Valley Organics
For Organic Hog roasts and outside catering contact 01243 839394 or visit
www.rothervalleyorganics.com

Codes of Conduct
Over 300,000 visitors use the Park every year. To ensure that every visitor
has a safe and enjoyable time and to protect the special interests of the site
we would appreciate the help and cooperation of all visitors.
BBQs
• Only use the BBQ hearths provided. These need to be booked in
advance. This can be done online at www.hants.gov.uk/qecp.
Litter
• Take all of your litter home. Please recycle.
Mountain Biking
• Only ride on the designated routes and be aware of other Park users.
Avoid riding on the pavements around the Visitor Centre.
• Always wear a safety helmet.
Dog Walkers
• Keep your dog under strict control at all times. Your dog must be kept on a
lead at all times in a field containing livestock. It is an offence not to do so.
• Clean up after your dog, especially in the car park and picnic areas. Use
the bins provided for bagged waste.
Horses
• Only ride on the designated routes and be aware of other Park users.
Please do not ride along the Forest Drive.

