© New Milton Town Council 2005
This leaflet has been produced and published by New
Milton Town Council with support from Hampshire
County Council's Hampshire Paths Partnership. The
various walks are suggested routes which have been
put forward by New Milton Town Council. Whilst
every care has been taken in the preparation of this
leaflet, the Publishers are unable to accept any
responsibility for accident or loss resulting from
following the information contained within this leaflet.
Wear suitable clothing and footwear and take care
when crossing roads. Tell someone when and where
you are going walking and when you expect to be
back. Information contained within the leaflet was
correct at time of print.

There are many miles of public
rights of way throughout
Hampshire. Ordnance Survey
Explorer maps show public rights
of way as well as long distance
routes. Explorer OL22 shows the
New Forest area, also shown on
this map are parts of the Avon
Valley Path and Solent Way which
are long distance routes promoted
by Hampshire County Council.
Ordnance Survey maps can be
purchased from most book shops.
For further information on
walking in Hampshire please
contact Hampshire County Council
on: 0800 028 0888 (Freephone) or
www.hants.gov.uk/countryside

Walking in Hampshire
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New Milton Town Council – Tel 01425 619120
NFDC –Tel 02380 285000 or www.nfdc.gov.uk
National Travel Line – Tel 0870 608 2608
For further information on walking in
Hampshire please contact Hampshire
County Council on: 0800 028 0888
(Freephone) or
www.hants.gov.uk/countryside
Consider other people
Keep dogs under close control
Protect plants and animals and take
your litter home
Leave gates and property as you find
them
Plan ahead and follow any signs
Be safe
To ensure that the countryside is protected
for future generations a 'Countryside Code'
exists. The Country Code advice for the
public is as follows :-

The Countryside Code advice for the public

BARTON COMMON
NEW MILTON
Circular Walks Around

Welcome to Barton Common
This leaflet suggests 3 circular walks; the routes
can be joined together to create a longer walk
if preferred or you may wish to create your own
route using the various public rights of way and
permissive path as shown on the map.

New Milton Area
Walk No. 1
Time: about 1hour
Distance: 11/2 miles / 21/2 kilometres

Formerly part of the Golf club it was opened
to the public in September 1993 by Richard
Branson. A nice walk along this grassy track
with views over the Golf course on the left and
across to the Needles on the right.

8:09 am

Barton Common was purchased by the Borough
of Lymington in 1935 in order to retain it as an
open space for air and recreation. It is currently
managed by New Milton Town Council in
conjunction with the Hampshire Heathlands
project.

Starting from the small car park at the west end
of Barton Common Road look for the footpath
sign pointing through the bushes in a southerly
direction. The path swings to the right through
the trees and crosses a small gully before meeting
Becton Lane. Turn left along the pavement past
a housing estate, formerly the old sewage works.
Up the hill to Marine Drive East. Turn left, cross
the road and go across the car park to a gate
leading onto a wide cliff top path.

The area is alive with wildlife. There is a wide
range of habitats, from heathland to farmland,
from cliff-top to sandy beaches, and these support
a variety of plants and animals. In the farm
hedgerows and heathland you may see Linnets
(as pictured on the front cover) and
Yellowhammers, both seed-eating birds which
rely on ‘weeds’ once common in arable fields,
but now being lost due to modern farming
methods. Linnets are small brown birds often
seen in flocks. The males are easily recognised
by their red forehead and breast. Yellowhammers
are more solitary, and have an obvious yellow
head.
Peregrine Falcons nest on cliffs and may be seen
swooping and soaring in coastal areas. The cliffs
themselves are a significant feature, having been
designated a ‘Site of Special Scientific Interest’.
Important fossils have been found on the beaches
below, but do not dig in the cliffs as it is both
illegal and dangerous.

About 50 metres from the end of this cliff walk
look for a gravel track on the left going slightly
downhill. Cross Becton Bunny and then take the
gravel path on your left, up the hill between
fences and hedges until reaching a metal kissing
gate at the corner of the common. Through the
gate and straight ahead downhill keeping the
Golf course fence on your left. On reaching the
trees turn left over the small sleeper bridge and
take the path ahead. This will take you round
the edge of the common and back to the car
park.
Heath Spotted Orchid

4/5/05

Thrift, or Sea Pink, grows in tufts on the cliff top,
its tall, slender stalks supporting a number of
small, light pink flowers. Its narrow leaves reduce
the loss of fresh water in these tough conditions.
Heath Spotted Orchids grow in areas of wet
heathland such as Barton Common. They can
be recognised by their spotted leaves and pale
pink flowers with a broad ‘lip’ on the bottom
petal of each flower.

J05-1323 Barton

Page 1

J05-1323 Barton

4/5/05

8:10 am

Page 2
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New Milton Area
Walk No. 2
Time: about 1 hour
Distance: 13/4 miles / 3 kilometres

New Milton Area
Walk No. 3
Time: about 11/4 hours
Distance: 21/2 miles / 4 kilometres

Start just past the junction of B3058 & Barton
Common Road. From this patch of spare ground
look for the footpath signpost at the end of the
belt of trees. Follow the path through the trees
keeping the golf club fence on your left. Ignore
any of the tracks going off to the right.The trees
give way to open common but the path
continues on the same line until you reach the
corner of the common. Here the golf club fence
turns right but on the left is a large metal kissing
gate. Go through this on a well marked track
which soon goes downhill between fences to
reach the path along the cliff.

Starting at Tadiford Gap car park turn right on
the Milford Road and in 20 yards cross the road
to the steps going down the bank to footpath
signpost.Through the kissing gate and across the
field to the footbridge. Cross the bridge and
continue on the same line until the ground starts
to rise. At this point the path swings left and
heads for the top corner of the wood and a
metal kissing gate. Through the gate and along
the footpath with the fence on the right. At the
next kissing gate turn right and walk along the
field edge, again keeping the fence on your right.
This changes to a gravel track until it reaches a
gate and stile leading onto Shorefield Lane. Turn
left along the lane and walk up to the Royal Oak
(refreshments if required). Turn left along the
main road past the garage, houses etc. until
reaching a field on the left. The footpath sign is
just a few yards down the road indicating the
footpath across the field. Usually well defined it
makes for the corner of the wood opposite.The
path goes downhill just inside the edge of the
wood to a footbridge over the Danestream.

With Becton Bunny on your right and the golf
course fence on the left go along the fence until
reaching a short rise to the top of the cliff. At
the top take the well marked footpath on the
left, this goes right across the golf course and
is well defined and a very pleasant walk. On
reaching the end of this path look for the little
wooden bridge between the ponds which leads
through a wooden kissing gate to the B3058
road. As you enter this road look left for a
footpath sign and take the crossfield path (usually
well defined) which goes to the righthand side
of Angel Cottage seen in the distance. Then
through a metal kissing gate to reach Angel
Lane. Turn left along this usually quiet lane until
reaching the B3058 Milford Road. Here turn
right and walk along the road for approx. 100
yards to reach the starting point of the walk.

Up the rise on the far side surrounded by
Rhododendron bushes. These soon give way to
a more open footpath between trees. On reaching
a gravel track go straight ahead until reaching
the B3058 Milford Road. Cross the road to a
wooden kissing gate, this leads between ponds
to a small footbridge. Turn left on a gravel path
and in approximately 20 yards the path swings

right between marker posts.This path is clearly
marked right across the golf course. It reaches
the coast path through a wooden walk through
stile. Turn left along the cliff path and at the
bottom of the first dip take the footpath on
the left. Signposted and cycle barriers at the
end. Straight ahead on this gravel track to
reach the car park, your starting point.

