
Join the Wild World Heroes in 

year’s Summer Reading Challenge 

and discover how you can make 

a difference to the environment. 

With the support of the World 

Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) we 

have a very special nature-themed 

challenge that will inspire you  

to stand up for the planet.

Summer Reading Challenge

FACTS ABOUT POLLINATION
Our wildlife pollinators need your help. These 
important creatures move from plant to plant 
searching for pollen and nectar to eat. As they 
go, they are dusted with flower pollen which 
they carry to the next flower, fertilising the 
plant so it can produce seeds, berries, fruits 
and other plant foods. These make up the basis 
of the food chain for other animals – including 
humans!

But pollinators are in trouble. Their numbers are 
declining worldwide due to habitat loss, invasive 
species, and pesticides.

One in three bites of food we eat each day is the 
result of pollinators visiting our plants?

DID YOU KNOW?

FIVE COMMON POLLINATORS

1. 2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

These are the pollinators you’re most like to spot in your garden, 
in the countryside, and in the park when you’re out and about:

Bees
Bees are the most important 
pollinators but their numbers are 
reducing so it’s crucial to help out 
these furry friends wherever we 
can by planting flowers they like. 
Bees need three things to thrive: 
food, shelter and water. You can 
leave a shallow dish with pebbles 
for bees to drink from. Make sure 
it’s clean and not too deep, and 
that you refill it regularly.

Wasps
Many of us don’t 
love the sight or 
sound of a buzzing 
wasp on a summer’s day 
but they are important 
pollinators too. They also 
kill various garden pests, 
so they’re not all bad! 
Like bees, wasps transfer 
pollen as they visit flowers 
to drink nectar.

Beetles
Did you know almost 25% of native UK beetles are 
pollinators? When they’re eating pollen and nectar, 
pollen grains stick to their hard outer shells which 
then spread as they travel between plants. 

Butterflies
Butterflies are particularly important 
pollinators, as they cover larger areas 
of land than bees and so spread pollen 
more widely. Butterflies uses their long 
tongues to drink nectar.

Moths
While butterflies tend to flit around your garden 
during the day, moths tend to pollinate into 
dusk and beyond. Their rapid wing flutter helps 
to knock pollen all over the place! As you might 
expect, moths are attracted to night-blooming 
plants that tend to be light, pale or white in colour 
as these stand out in the darker evening skies.

WHAT CAN WE DO TO HELP?
If your family has a garden, ask to 
plant pollinator-friendly plants in 
your garden – the type that bees 
and butterflies love – and to have 
areas for wild flowers

Walk, cycle and use public 
transport when you can rather 
than travelling by car. Pollinators 
hate pollution!

Reduce, recycle and reuse to 
reduce the amount of rubbish  
you throw away

FIND OUT MORE
Visit the Hampshire Countryside Service blog to find out more about what 
you can do to protect our pollinators at www.lookingafternature.co.uk



How many pollinator  
words in the list can you  
find in the wordsearch?

VISIT HAMPSHIRE’S COUNTRY PARKS
To make the most of the wildlife in your local area, visit one of our beautiful country parks. If you love meeting 
animals, then visit Manor Farm near Botley, or Staunton Farm near Havant, where you can feed the goats, 
llamas and many more animals.

Or if you prefer exploring, Queen Elizabeth Country Park near Horndean and River Hamble Country Park near 
Hedge End have some stunning scenery to enjoy. Beach lovers should try Lepe and Royal Victoria Country Park or 
Titchfield Haven, a nature reserve near Fareham. Search online for Hampshire Country Parks to find out more.
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CHALLENGE!
Which of the five main pollinators  

can you spot in your garden, park  

or in the countryside?

This year’s Summer Reading Challenge is taking place online and inside our  
libraries from Saturday 3 July until 18 September. There will be plenty of  
activities, puzzles and online book reviews to keep primary school children  
busy throughout the summer.

TAKE PART IN THE SUMMER READING CHALLENGE

BOOKS ABOUT HELPING THE ENVIRONMENT
Try one of these books in our collection, or visit our 
website to discover thousands of other titles. Get 
your Summer Reading Challenge off to a flying start!

A Good Day for Climbing Trees by Jaco Jacobs 
13-year-old Marnus is tired of being overshadowed, 
when a girl named Leila shows up at his front door with a 
petition to save a tree. Soon Marnus finds himself at the 
centre of a protest and finally has the chance to  
be noticed.

Hope Jones Saves the World by Josh Lacey
Hope is a savvy 10-year-old who ditches 
plastic over concerns for the planet. She 
convinces her dad to switch to eco-friendly 
products but convincing her sister to give 
up her favourite make-up is trickier!

David Attenborough by Maria Isabel 
Sanchez Vegara
Discover the life of inspiring broadcaster  
and conservationist, David Attenborough.

Helping Our Planet by Jane Bingham
This practical, hands-on guide is filled with 
helpful checklists of actions to take and choices 
to make in your daily life.

The Extraordinary Life of Greta 
Thunberg by Devika Jina
The story of a girl who is changing the world, 
packed full of incredible stories, fantastic facts 
and dynamic illustrations.

Sign-up for this year’s challenge, read six books, and you’ll can  
earn a medal and a certificate – and be in with a chance of  
winning a Samsung Galaxy tablet.
Visit our website to find out more: www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/kids-zone
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